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ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
SERVICE OF WORSHIP
July 31st. 2022

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Please note: the livestream broadcast begins with the Announcements.
If you do not wish to appear in the livestream, it is best to sit in one of the back three pews of
the Sanctuary.
Please write up any Prayer Requests ahead of time, leave them in the Red Bowl or give them to
the Welcome Team Leader. They will bring them forward.
*Those who are comfortable doing so are invited to stand.
THE RINGING OF THE CHIMES
THE WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE ORGAN PRELUDE “Thanks be to Thee”

G.F. Handel

Please note: we will be singing with our masks in place.
*THE HYMN No. 18 “Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer”
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Holy God, help us to see when we have created idols of other things. Lead us back to
Serving You and following Your Calls to us. Amen.
CALL TO CONFESSION
The accumulation and maintenance of wealth can become an idol that we are willing to worship
and pursue no matter the cost to others and ourselves. Our culture and society reinforces greed
and the pursuit of this idol of riches to such an extent that we do not always notice being caught
up in its worship. Let us join in the time of Silent Prayers of Confession.
SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Responsive):
Minister: God forgives us and continues to warn us of the dangers of idolizing wealth and its
pursuit.
ALL: Let us be more open to recognizing when our words and actions demonstrate that
we are pursuing the accumulation and maintenance of wealth to a greater extent than
serving God. Amen.
Please note: we will not be shaking hands or hugging.
If you are able, please rise and greet one another with other signs of Peace.
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*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
*THE GLORIA PATRI (#759 is the tune, but not all the same words)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
Children are invited to the front at this time. They may sit on the chancel steps, they may sit in
the front pews, or they may remain seated with their families. Remember, everyone who comes
forward will be on camera.
SING THE CHILDREN TO THE FRONT
Jesus Loves the Little Children
Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world
Shy and Joyful, Bold and Bright
They are precious in his sight
Jesus loves the little children of the world.
THE WORD FOR THE YOUNG
SING THE CHILDREN TO THEIR SEATS
Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so
Little ones to him belong. They are weak but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me
Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so
THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING

Hosea 11:1-11

THE PSALM READING

Psalm 107:1-9

*THE HYMN “Bigger Barns” (to the tune of No. 185, “Savior, When in Tears and Dust”)
"Bigger barns are what I need!" So a rich man said one day.
"From my worries I'll be free when my wealth is stored away."
"Fool!" God said, "Today you'll die! Will your wealth mean anything?
All life's blessings really lie in my life that wealth can't bring."
"Bigger barns are what we need for our money, gadgets, more!"
Lord, we're tempted to believe having wealth, we'll be secure!
Somewhere children cry for food or to have a doctor's care.
Can our bigger barns be good when poor neighbors know despair?
God of love, we long to know what will make us truly blest.
Jesus taught us long ago wealth won't give us peace or rest.
You are our security! Safe in you, we serve, O Lord.
May we find we're rich indeed when we're sharing with the poor.
Text: Copyright © 2001 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
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THE RESPONSE:
One: God is Still Speaking.
All: Thanks be to God!
THE GOSPEL READING & MESSAGE:
“Worship Not the Idol of Wealth”

Luke 12:13-21

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE CHORAL RESPONSE (unison)

Please note: you can leave your offerings in the plate in the Narthex on your way in or on your
way out after Service. You may also place your pew pad sheets in that Offering Plate. Thank
you.
SPECIAL MUSIC “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”
Christian Yeager, soloist
*DOXOLOGY
From all who dwell beneath the skies,
Let the Creator’s praise arise!
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung.
Through every land, by every tongue!
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Gabriel, Martin, Schrader

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Help us, O God, to give enough of ourselves and our substance every day that we will not
be tempted to embrace the idolatry of greed. We here dedicate not just our offerings but
all we possess to causes far greater than our own security. Before all our attachments
require “larger barns,” help us reflect on how they might better be used by others than
stored by us. Thank you for the abundant opportunity to share. Amen.
*THE HYMN No. 565 “God, Whose Giving Knows No End” (vs. 1-3)
*THE BIDDING TO MISSION
*THE WORLD PEACE PRAYER
One: Lead us, O God.
All: Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth.
Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust.
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace.
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe. Amen.
*THE BENEDICTION
* THE THREE-FOLD AMEN
Please note: the livestream continues until the end of the Postlude.
Please know you are free to leave following the Three-fold Amen and exit to the Narthex
to speak with one another. You may be visible and audible on the livestream as you exit
early. If you choose to remain, please stay seated and listen quietly to the Postlude.
THE ORGAN POSTLUDE “Fanfare”

Jean Joseph Mouret

References:
The Prayer of Dedication is from “Gathered by Love” by Lavon Bayler, 1994, United Church Press.
The World Peace Prayer is a paraphrase of a verse from the Upanishads, the most ancient scriptures of
Hinduism, also prayed daily by Roman Catholic Benedictine nuns.

ALTAR FLOWERS
The Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by
Patrice Miller, “In honor of Greg and Pat’s 45th Wedding Anniversary.”
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#18 - Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer
Guide me, O my great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but you are mighty; hold me with your powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more,
Feed me till I want no more.
Open now the crystal fountain, where the healing waters flow.
Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, ever be my strength and shield,
Ever be my strength and shield.
When I reach the River Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside.
Death of death, and hell's destruction, land me safe on heaven's side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever sing to you,
I will ever sing to you.
#565 – God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store:
Nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, costly cross, grave's shattered door,
Gifted by you, we turn to you, off'ring up ourselves in praise;
Thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.
Skills and time are our for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
All at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one.
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone;
Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne.
Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through pow'rs your grace conferred;
Ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel word.
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ's ageless call,
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all.
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